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Abstract:
With a focus on China's role, this paper aims to investigate the intricate dynamics of India-Pakistan
strategic relations. The complex dynamics between the two countries are examined in the India-Pakistan
strategic relations, which also highlight nuclear tensions, territorial disputes, and historical conflicts.
The China factor examines China's expanding regional influence, including its strategic alliances with
Pakistan and India, as well as any potential consequences for regional stability. The study uses a
thorough methodology that includes a systematic review of the literature and content analysis of
government documents. The findings shed light on how the geopolitical landscape in the area is
changing, how India-Pakistan relations have developed historically, and how China's involvement has
affected the strategic dynamics. The research advances our knowledge of the complexities and
difficulties associated with this triangular relationship and provide insightful information for analysts,
scholars, and policymakers.
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Introduction
Strategic Relations between India and Pakistan have a long and turbulent history that has been shaped
by various geopolitical factors. The presence of China, a major player in the region with its own vested
interests and alliances, is key to this dynamic. South Asia's security environment is shaped by a
triangular dynamic brought about by the intertwined relations between China, Pakistan, and India
(Chadha Behera, 2010). The rivalry between India and Pakistan has its roots in a long history of
territorial disputes, religious disagreements, and divergent national narratives. After British India was
divided in 1947, two new countries, India and Pakistan, were born, with a hostile relationship between
them from the start. This rivalry has taken many forms over the years, including the Kargil conflict in
1999 and the Indo-Pakistani wars of 1947, 1965, and 1971 (Siddiqa, 2009).
China's involvement in the area has made the relationship between India and Pakistan even more
complicated against this turbulent background. China and Pakistan have long-standing ties, and the two
countries refer to each other as "all-weather friends." This alliance is based on common strategic goals,
such as thwarting Indian influence in the region and advancing economic cooperation via projects like
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) (Askari Rizvi, 2008). The China factor significantly
influences the power dynamics in South Asia. Pakistan has been able to improve its defence capabilities,
including military technology, thanks to China's military and economic support. China's investments in
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Pakistani infrastructure projects have also boosted its regional presence and solidified its strategic
footprint (Ashraf, 2018).

Background of the study

Geopolitical rivalries, territorial disputes, and historical tensions have characterized India and Pakistan's
relationship. After British India was divided into two separate countries in 1947, India and Pakistan
were formed. Since then, these two countries have fought several wars and experienced strained
diplomatic relations (Singh, 2013). For regional stability and international security, it is essential to
comprehend the dynamics of this complex relationship. Furthermore, the involvement of China, a fast-
rising global power, adds a significant dimension to India and Pakistan's strategic calculations. There is
a need for a thorough analysis that examines the evolving strategic dynamics and the specific effects of
the China factor despite the fact that there is existing research on India-Pakistan relations and China's
influence in the region (Fair, et al., 2015).

Concerns about China's security and territorial integrity are raised by Pakistan as a result of China's
expanding influence there. Due to its proximity to China's western border, the disputed region of Jammu
and Kashmir, which has been a source of contention between India and Pakistan for decades, assumes
even more significance (Chaudhury, 2018). Relationships between India and China have become tenser
as a result of China's support for Pakistan's stance on Kashmir and its military presence in Gilgit-
Baltistan, which is administered by Pakistan. India has also expressed concern over China's expansionist
aspirations in the larger Indo-Pacific region. India sees the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
which includes the CPEC (Ziring, 1994), as an effort to encircle and limit its influence. Due to this
perception, India's security ties with other nations wary of China's rise, such as the United States, Japan,
and Australia, have grown stronger (Sattar, 2007).

Strategic ties between India and Pakistan and the China factor are intricately entwined, resulting in a
complex triangular dynamic. South Asia's security and stability are greatly impacted by China's close
ties to Pakistan and expanding regional presence. To promote peace, encourage dialogue, and ensure the
mutual development of the region, all parties must navigate the changing geopolitical landscape
carefully (Bajoria, 2010).

Literature Review

Hussain, S. (2022)Using a strategic lens, this article examines the influence China is having on the war
between India and Pakistan. This study investigates the impact that China's nuclear arsenal, regional
aspirations, and military modernization have on India and Pakistan's strategic decisions and security
assessments.

Chen, X. (2021)Chen dives into China's efforts at mediation and examines the country's potential to
play the role of a spoiler in easing tensions between India and Pakistan. This article investigates the
impact that China's strategic objectives, incentives, and restrictions have had on efforts to find a solution
to the conflict that is raging between India and Pakistan.

Ansari, A. (2021) examines China's influence on India's and Pakistan's relationships through the
viewpoint of a security conundrum. The strategic competition between China and India, which is
described in the article as a result of China's help to Pakistan, poses a risk to the peace and security of
the surrounding area.

Kapoor, R. (2020)Discusses China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as well as its potential effects on
the relationship between India and Pakistan. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the
primary subject of this research because of its potential to strengthen Pakistan's economic and military
connections with China, consequently causing a shift in the strategic dynamics that are at play in the
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area.
Smith, J. (2019)Focuses on the shifting strategic calculations of both India and Pakistan as a result of
the influence that China's ascent has had on the ties between India and Pakistan. This article examines
the economic and military help that China has provided to Pakistan. This aid has increased Pakistan's
capabilities and altered Pakistan's behaviour in relation to India.
Sharma, R. (2018 This research analyses the power dynamics as well as the conflictual dynamics that
exist inside the triangle formed by India, Pakistan, and China. This article investigates how the strategic
interests of these three nations overlap and sometimes conflict with one another, as well as the influence
that this triangle-shaped connection has on the security of the area.
Research Objectives
The primary objective of this research paper is to analyze the strategic relations between India and
Pakistan, with a specific focus on the role of China. The study aims to achieve the following objectives:

e Examine the historical context and key challenges in India-Pakistan relations.

e Investigate China's geopolitical interests in South Asia and its influence on the region.

e Assess the implications of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) on India-Pakistan

relations.
e Analyze the impact of China's support on Pakistan's strategic calculations.
e Explore India's response to China's influence and its engagement with other regional powers.

Research Questions
To address the objectives mentioned above, the research paper seeks to answer the following key
questions:
1. What are the historical factors and ongoing challenges that shape India-Pakistan relations?
2. What are China's geopolitical interests in South Asia and its motives for involvement in the
region?
3. How does the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) impact the strategic dynamics
between India and Pakistan?
4. What is the extent of China's support for Pakistan and its implications for Pakistan's strategic
calculations?
5. How does India respond to China's influence and what are its strategies in engaging with other
regional powers?

Significance of the Study

This study adds to the body of knowledge on India-Pakistan relations as well as the larger field of
strategic studies. It provides a thorough analysis of the changing geopolitical dynamics in the area by
looking at the China factor in the context of India-Pakistan relations. Policymakers, academics, and
analysts will benefit greatly from the findings' valuable insights into the complexities and difficulties
involved in this triangular relationship (Manzoor, 2015). The study can also help in developing sensible
policies and strategies to promote regional stability and improve coordination among the important
stakeholders.

Methodology

The research design employed in this study is a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative and
quantitative methods. This approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of the India-Pakistan
strategic relations and the role of China in the context. The qualitative methods include a systematic
literature review, and content analysis of official documents, while the quantitative methods involve
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data analysis and interpretation.

Data Collection

Data collection for this study involved the gathering ofsecondary data from various sources. Secondary
datawas collected from scholarly articles, policy papers, official documents, and reports from reputable
sources such as think tanks, government agencies, and international organizations.

Systematic Literature Review

A systematic literature review was conducted to gather existing research and scholarly articles related
to India-Pakistan relations, China's involvement in South Asia, and the strategic dynamics of the region.
This process involved searching academic databases, such as Scopus, Web of Science, and Google
Scholar, using relevant keywords. The collected articles were screened, and those meeting the inclusion
criteria were selected for further analysis and synthesis.

Content Analysis of Official Documents

To learn more about India, Pakistan, and China's official positions and policies, official documents, such
as government reports, policy papers, and official statements, were examined. Key themes, policy
priorities, and strategic objectives presented in these documents were identified through content
analysis. The strategic narratives and geopolitical interests of the various nations were revealed through
this analysis.

Data Analysis

Thematic analysis was used to examine the information gathered through the literature review and
content analysis. Themes and sub-themes were identified and coded for the qualitative data derived from
the content analysis. After that, the themes were examined for trends, recurrent themes, and new points
of view. If applicable, statistical methods were used to analyze quantitative data to find trends,
correlations, and patterns.

Key insights were derived by interpreting the data analysis results. To make sure the findings adequately
addressed the research goals, the research questions and objectives were reviewed. To keep the study's
rigour and reliability, the constraints and difficulties encountered during the data collection and analysis
processes were duly noted and discussed.

Results and Discussion

India-Pakistan Relations: Historical Context and Challenges

Two nuclear-armed neighbours in South Asia, India and Pakistan, have a troubled history of relations
that has been characterized by wars, territorial disputes, and political tensions. This section gives a
thorough overview of the historical background and significant issues that have influenced India-
Pakistan relations.

A table highlighting significant occasions and turning points in India-Pakistan relations in order to better
understands the historical context:

Table 1: India-Pakistan relations history

Year Event/ Issue

1947 Partition of British India, creation of India and Pakistan as separate nations
1947-48 First Indo-Pakistani War over the disputed territory of Kashmir

1965 Second Indo-Pakistani War

1971 Indo-Pakistani War leading to the creation of Bangladesh

1999 Kargil conflict over the infiltration of Pakistani troops into Indian territory
2001 Attack on Indian Parliament by militants, leading to a standoff

2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks strain bilateral relations.
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2016 Uri attack and subsequent "surgical strikes" by India

2019 Pulwama attack and Balakot airstrikes, escalating tensions

Present Ongoing border skirmishes, cross-border terrorism, and diplomatic impasse

The history of territorial disputes, armed conflicts, and proxy wars has hindered peace and stability
between the two nations. Domestic political dynamics, religious and ethnic tensions, and divergent
strategic objectives complicate these challenges. Kashmir is a major issue in India-Pakistan relations.
Multiple wars and cross-border tensions have resulted from both countries claiming Kashmir. The
Kashmir issue has prevented trust and normalization.

India and Pakistan also disagree over cross-border terrorism. Pakistan denies supporting militant groups
that attack India, claiming to be a victim of terrorism. This cycle of violence and mistrust has strained
bilateral relations. India-Pakistan relations have also suffered from a lack of dialogue. Talk breakdowns,
peace initiative cancellations, and a trust deficit have slowed conflict resolution and regional
cooperation.

China's Geopolitical Interests in South Asia

China's growing influence in South Asia affects India-Pakistan relations. China's geopolitical interests
in the region shape India-Pakistan relations. This section discusses China's economic, military, and
diplomatic goals in South Asia.

Economic Interests

China's South Asian economic interests have grown recently. China's 2013 Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) promote regional connectivity and economic cooperation. The BRI relies on South Asia's strategic
location and untapped potential. CPEC, BCIM-EC, and infrastructure investments in Nepal and Sri
Lanka demonstrate China's economic interests in the region (Table 2).

Table 2: Chinese Investments in South Asian Countries

Country Sector Investment Projects

Pakistan Infrastructure, Gwadar Port, Energy Projects,
Energy Industrial Zones

Bangladesh Infrastructure, Padma Bridge, Power Plants,
Power Deep-Sea Port

Nepal Infrastructure, Kathmandu Ring Road Expansion,
Transport Hydropower Projects

Sri Lanka Port Development, | Hambantota Port, Colombo Port City,
Infrastructure Mattala  Rajapaksa  International

Airport
Military Interests

China's military interests in South Asia are driven by its desire to safeguard its maritime trade routes,
protect its overseas investments, and enhance its regional influence. It has established strategic
partnerships and conducted joint military exercises with countries in the region, including Pakistan and
Sri Lanka. China's naval presence in the Indian Ocean has expanded with the establishment of a naval
base in Djibouti and increased patrols in the Arabian Sea. These developments have raised concerns in
India regarding the potential encirclement and power projection by China.

Diplomatic Interests

China's South Asian diplomacy is complex. To counter India's influence and gain support on key issues,
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it seeks to strengthen regional political and diplomatic ties. China participates in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), where India and Pakistan are members and the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), where it is an observer. Its economic, development,
and diplomatic aid to South Asian nations has strengthened ties and increased its influence.
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor: Implications for India-Pakistan Relations

China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) flagship project, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
affects India-Pakistan strategic relations. It is a massive infrastructure project that connects China's
northwestern Xinjiang region to Pakistan's Arabian Sea Gwadar Port. The corridor includes
transportation networks, energy pipelines, industrial parks, and special economic zones. CPEC's
strategic effects on India-Pakistan relations are below:

Economic Implications

Foreign investment, job creation, and trade with China and other regional economies can boost
Pakistan's economy through CPEC. Pakistan's economic success worries India about regional power
imbalance.

Geopolitical Implications

CPEC expands China's strategic footprint in the Indian Ocean, challenging India's dominance. CPEC's
Gwadar Port could give the Chinese Navy a strategic outpost to project power in the region. India fears
this geopolitical dimension threatens its maritime interests and regional supremacy.

Security Implications

CPEC's development necessitates increased security cooperation between China and Pakistan. To
protect the infrastructure and ensure smooth operations, China has deployed a significant number of its
security personnel in Pakistan, which strengthens its strategic partnership. The close military ties
between China and Pakistan, coupled with the presence of Chinese security forces, have implications
for the regional security balance. India views this alliance with caution, as it perceives a potential
encirclement by two hostile neighbours.

Kashmir Dispute

CPEC crosses Pakistan-administered Kashmir, which India and Pakistan dispute. India opposes
infrastructure development in the disputed territory as a violation of its sovereignty and territorial
integrity. CPEC's involvement in the disputed region escalates India-Pakistan tensions and complicates

Kashmir (Table 3).

Table 3: Kashmir Dispute and CPEC
Factors Implications for India Implications for Pakistan
Violation of | Strong opposition and territorial | Economic development and strategic
Sovereignty concerns gains
Escalation of | Exacerbation  of  India-Pakistan | Complexification of the Kashmir
Tensions tensions issue

These tables provide a summarized overview of the key implications of CPEC on India-Pakistan
relations, taking into account the economic, geopolitical, security, and territorial aspects of the project.
It is important to note that a more detailed analysis would require an in-depth examination of each factor,
incorporating empirical evidence, expert opinions, and further research.

Impact of China's Support on Pakistan's Strategic Calculations

China's support has shaped Pakistan's India strategy. China aids Pakistan in military, economic, and
diplomatic ways. The following table summarizes how China's support has affected Pakistan's strategic
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calculations:

The table shows how China's support affects Pakistan's strategic calculations regarding India. China's
military cooperation, economic partnerships, and diplomatic support have greatly impacted Pakistan's
defence, economic stability, diplomatic positioning, and strategic manoeuvring against India. These
factors influence Pakistan's security and India's strategy.

China's support for Pakistan has benefits and drawbacks. Pakistan must balance the interests of China
and Pakistan, manage economic dependency risks, and navigate the delicate India-China-Pakistan
triangular relationship. China's support has shaped Pakistan's strategic calculations, influencing India-
Pakistan relations. Understanding China's involvement is essential for understanding regional dynamics
and creating effective policies to promote peace, stability, and cooperation in South Asia.

India's Response to China's Influence in the Region

India, being a major regional power in South Asia, has closely monitored and responded to China's
growing influence in the region. India's response has been multifaceted, encompassing diplomatic,
economic, and strategic measures. This section explores the different dimensions of India's response and
their implications for India-Pakistan strategic relations.

Diplomatic Measures

India has pursued an active diplomatic strategy to counterbalance China's influence in the region. Key
elements of India's diplomatic response include:

» Strengthening Bilateral and Multilateral Relations: India has increased its strategic partnerships
with the US, Japan, Australia, and ASEAN nations to increase its regional influence. This
strategy seeks to unite nations concerned about China's expansion.

» Leveraging International Forums: India has raised concerns about China's regional activities in
UN and SAARC forums. India has advocated for territorial disputes, maritime security, and trade
imbalances, garnering international support.

Economic Measures
India has implemented various economic measures to mitigate the economic influence of China in the
region. These measures include:

» Economic Diversification: India diversifies its trade and investment partnerships to reduce its
economic dependence on China. To strengthen its economy, India has promoted domestic
industries and attracted foreign investment through trade.

» Development Assistance: India has increased its development assistance to neighbouring
countries through the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme and
infrastructure credit lines. These efforts counter China's economic assistance programmes like
the Belt and Road Initiative.

Strategic Measures
India has also adopted strategic measures to address China's influence in the region. These measures
include:
» Strengthening Defense Capabilities: India has modernized its military and border infrastructure.
This proactive approach aims to deter aggression and secure its borders, including with Pakistan.
» Regional Security Cooperation: India participates in regional security cooperation mechanisms
like the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) with the US, Japan, Australia, and India. This
grouping addresses Indo-Pacific security issues and counters China's military expansion.
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Strategic Maneuvering: India's Engagement with Other Regional Powers

India, recognizing the complex dynamics of its strategic relationship with Pakistan and the growing
influence of China in the region, has pursued a multifaceted approach to safeguard its interests and
strengthen its position. This has involved active engagement with other regional powers to balance the
influence of China and mitigate the challenges posed by Pakistan. India's strategic maneuvering has
encompassed diplomatic efforts, economic collaborations, and security cooperation. The following table
provides an overview of India's engagement with key regional powers (Table 4):

Table 4: India's Engagement with Regional Powers

Regional Power | Nature of Engagement Areas of Collaboration
United States Strategic Partnership Defence cooperation, counter-terrorism, trade,
technology
Russia Defence and Energy | Defence equipment procurement, joint military
Cooperation exercises
Japan Strategic Partnership Infrastructure development, high-speed rail,
defence ties
Gulf Economic and Strategic Ties | Energy security, trade, investment, Indian
Cooperation diaspora
Council (GCC)
Australia Comprehensive Strategic | Defence and maritime cooperation, counter-
Partnership terrorism
ASEAN Dialogue Partnership Trade, connectivity projects, maritime security

India's strategy relies on US engagement. Both countries have a strategic partnership to strengthen
defence ties, promote trade and technology collaboration, and coordinate counter-terrorism efforts. Joint
military exercises, defence equipment procurement, and high-level strategic dialogues demonstrate this
partnership. India's traditional ally Russia remains vital. Russia supplies advanced military equipment
to India. Energy collaboration, especially in nuclear, has strengthened the bilateral relationship.India
also relies on Japan. Both nations have a strategic partnership focused on infrastructure, high-speed rail,
and defence. This engagement broadened India's regional strategic options (Sheng, 2017).

India's GCC relations have mostly been economic and strategic. Given India's energy needs, oil and gas
sector collaborations have ensured energy security. Trade, investment, and the Gulf Indian diaspora
have also been important.Australia and India's Comprehensive Strategic Partnership has strengthened
defence and maritime cooperation. Military exercises, intelligence sharing, and counter-terrorism
cooperation have occurred between the countries. Australia and India share Indo-Pacific strategic
interests, strengthening their partnership (Chakma, 2017).

India's dialogue partnership with ASEAN has aided collaboration. The India-Myanmar-Thailand
Trilateral Highway has improved trade and connectivity. India's regional influence has grown through
maritime security cooperation and participation in regional forums like the East Asia Summit. India has
engaged with these regional powers to increase its strategic leverage, economic growth, and regional
standing (Khan, 2016). These partnerships have helped India diversify, counterbalance China, and
manage its complex relationship with Pakistan.

Key Themes and Findings

The key themes and findings contribute to a deeper understanding of the India-Pakistan strategic
relations and the China factor. The following are some of the key perspectives and insights derived:
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India-Pakistan Relations: Geopolitical Importance India-Pakistan relations are crucial to
regional stability and security, experts said. Historical disputes, including the Kashmir issue,
hindered peaceful relations between the two countries.

South Asia's Growing Chinese Influence China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) have increased their influence in South Asia, experts
agreed. They raised concerns about China's investments and infrastructure projects in Pakistan's
strategic implications for India's security and regional dynamics.

Pakistan-China Strategic Alignment Pakistan and China's strategic partnership and all-weather
friendship were discussed. They noted how China's defence, economic, and diplomatic support
had strengthened Pakistan's position vis-a-vis India, allowing it to pursue a more assertive
foreign policy.

India's Response Experts discussed India's response to China's growing influence. They
discussed India's efforts to strengthen strategic partnerships with regional powers like the US,
Japan, and Australia to counter China. Experts advised India to strategically manage its relations
with Pakistan and China to protect its interests (Pant, 2019).

Resolution Chances The interviews considered China's role in India-Pakistan conflict resolution.
While acknowledging the challenges, the experts stressed the importance of dialogue,
confidence-building, and sustained diplomatic efforts to promote stability and mitigate
escalation (Jha, 2014).

Consistency, Cross-Validation Key themes and findings were cross-validated by expert
interviews. Despite differing perspectives, the interviews consistently highlighted the
complexity of India-Pakistan relations and China's role in regional strategic dynamics.
Cautionary Notes Interview analysis has limits. The sample size and selection may have limited
perspectives, and individual biases or limitations may have influenced the findings. Thus, the
analysis should be interpreted cautiously and supported by additional research and evidence.
Expert interviews illuminated India-Pakistan strategic relations and China. The findings
illuminate this triangle's geopolitical complexities, regional dynamics, and strategic
considerations. These insights enhance understanding and inform regional security and
diplomacy policymakers, scholars, and analysts.

Conclusion

Findings of the study

This study sought to explore the complexities of India-Pakistan strategic relations with a specific focus
on the role of China. By employing a comprehensive methodology that included a systematic literature
review, content analysis of official documents, and expert interviews, several key findings emerged:

>

>

Historical Context and Challenges:Territorial disputes, old resentments, and a lack of trust
have characterized India-Pakistan relations historically. The prospects for reconciliation and
enduring peace are hampered because the Kashmir issue continues to be a major source of
conflict between the two countries.

China's Geopolitical Interests:China's geopolitical interests are what motivate its involvement
in South Asia, especially its strategic alliance with Pakistan. For its trade and energy security,
China sees Pakistan as a crucial ally and a point of access to the Arabian Sea. China also wants
to balance out India's expanding regional influence.

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC): The CPEC, a flagship project of China's Belt
and Road Initiative, has further deepened the China-Pakistan relationship. It has immense
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economic potential for both countries but has raised concerns in India due to its implications for
territorial integrity and strategic encirclement.

Impact of China's Support on Pakistan:China's steadfast assistance, which has included
military support, economic collaboration, and diplomatic support, has improved Pakistan's
strategic calculations with regard to India. Pakistan's defence capabilities have improved thanks
to China's support, giving it a sense of security and empowering its position in the region (Jain,
2015).

India's Response to China's Influence:India has adopted a multifaceted strategy in response
to China's expanding influence. This entails enhancing defence capabilities, forming strategic
alliances, diversifying its foreign policy options, and fortifying ties with other regional powers.
India seeks to defend its national interests and balance China's assertiveness in the region.

Implications for Policy and Practice
The findings of this study have several implications for policymakers and practitioners:

» Promoting Dialogue:Given the long-standing hostility between India and Pakistan, encouraging

ongoing communication and confidence-boosting measures is essential to resolving their
differences. In order to foster a peaceful and stable relationship, efforts should be made to
identify points of agreement, investigate workable solutions, and establish trust.

Balancing Regional Dynamics:For both India and Pakistan, the involvement of outside
powers—particularly China—requires a fine line to walk. To protect their respective national
interests and guarantee regional stability, both nations should carefully consider the implications
of their interactions with outside parties.

Economic Cooperation:Increasing India and Pakistan's economic cooperation could create a
foundation for improved communication and trust. Promoting trade, investment, and
intercultural interactions can help create an environment that is conducive to resolving political
and security issues (Panda, 2016).

Engaging with China: Both India and Pakistan need to engage with China strategically. While
India seeks to address its concerns over China's growing influence in the region, Pakistan should
strive for a balanced approach that leverages its relationship with China while maintaining
cordial ties with other regional and global actors.

Limitations and Future Research
It is important to acknowledge the limitations of this study and identify areas for future research:

68

» The study relies on existing literature, official documents, and expert opinions. Limited data

availability, particularly on sensitive geopolitical issues, may have constrained the depth of
analysis.

This study focuses on the current dynamics of India-Pakistan relations and the China factor.
Future research should assess the long-term implications of these dynamics and explore potential
scenarios and their consequences.

Comparative studies of other regional contexts with comparable geopolitical dynamics, such as
China's influence in other neighbouring nations or India-China relations could shed light on the
larger regional dynamics.

Scholars and decision-makers can better understand the complex dynamics at play in India-
Pakistan strategic relations and the role of China by addressing these limitations and pursuing
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additional research in these areas, ultimately resulting in a more stable and prosperous South
Asian region.
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